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The Destruction of Jerusalem, &€c. 





(Continued from page 182.) 


While the city was in this diemal situation, a Jew 
named Manneus fled to Titus, and informed him, that 
from the beginning of the seige [14th April] to the Ist 
of July following, one hundred and fifleen thousand 
eight hundred and eighty dead bodies had been carried 
throvgh one gate only, which he had guarded. ‘This 
man had been appointed to pay the public allowance 
for carrying the bodies out, and was therefore obliged 
to register them. Soon after, several respectable indi- 
viduals deserted to the Romans, and assured Titus that 
the whole number of the poor who had been cast out at 
the different gates was not less than siz hundred thou- 
sand. The report of these calamities excited pity in 
the Romans, and in a particular manner affected Titus, 
who, while surveying the immense number of dead bo- 
dies which were piled up under the walls, raised his 
hands towards Heaven, and, appealing to the Almighty, 
solemnly protested that he had not been the cause of 
these deplorable calamities ; which, indeed, the Jews, 
by their unexampled wickedness, rebellion, and obsti- 
nacy, bad brought down upon their own heads. 

After this, Josephus, in the name of Titus, earnestly 
exhorted John and his adherents to surrender; but the 
insolent rebel returned nothing but reproaches and im- 
precations, deelaring his firm persuasion that Jerusa- 
lem, as it was God’s own city, could never be taken: 
thus literally fuléMing the declaration of Micah, that 
the Jews, in their extremity, notwithstanding their 
crimes, would presumptuously ** Jean upon the Lord, 
and say, ‘1s not the Lord among us? none evil can 
come upon us.’ *? Micah iii. 14. 

Meanwhile the horrors of famine grew stil] more mel- 
ancholy and afflictive. The Jews, for want of food, 
were at length compelled to eat their belts, their san- 
dals, the skins of their shields, dried grass, and even 
the ordure of oxen. In the depth of this horrible ex- 
tremity, a Jewess of noble family, urged by tbe intol- 
erable cravings of hunger, slew her infant child, and 
prepared it for a meal; and had actually eaten one 
half thereof, when the soldiers, allured by the smell of 
food, threatened her with instant death if she refused 
to discover it. Intimidated by this menace, she im- 
mediately produeed the remains of her son, which pe- 
trified them with borror. At the recital! of this melan- 
choly and affecting occurrence, the whole city stood 
aghast, and poured forth their congratulations on those 
‘whom death bad hurried away from such heart-rending 
scenes. Indeed, humanity at once shudders and sick- 
ens at the narration, nor can any one of the least sen- 
sibility reflect upon the pitiable condition to which the 
female part of the inhabitants of Jerusalem must at this 
time have been reduced, without experiencing the ten- 
derest emotions ef sympathy, or refrain from tears 
while he reads our Saviour’s pathetic address to the 
women who ** bewailed him’? as he was led to Calva- 
ry, wherein be evidently refers to these very calamities : 
* Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for meé, but for 
yourselves and for your children ; for, beter’ the days 
ere. coming in which they shall say, ‘ Blessed are the 
barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the breasts 
that never gave suck.?” Luke xxiii. 29. 

The above melancholy fact wasaleo literally foretold 
by Moses: ** The tender and delicate woman among 


you (said he, addressing Israe}) who would not adven- 


tnre.to set the sole of her foot upon the ground for de- 
licateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil .. . to- 
wards her young one... which she shall bear,” and 
** eat for want of all things, secretly, in the siege and 
siraiiness wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in 
thy gates.’? Deut. xxviii. 56, 57. This prediction was 
partially fulfilled, w 
volted tribes, was besieged by Benhadad; and after- 
wards at Jerusalem, previously to its capture by Ne- 
buchadnezzar; but its exact and_ literal. accomplish- 
ment in relation to a lady of rank, delicately and vo- 
luptuously educated, was reserved for the period of 
which we are now speaking. And it deserves particu 
lar regard, as a circumstance which very greatly en- 
hances the importance of this prophecy, that the histo- 
ry of the world does not record that a parallel. instance 
of unnatural barbarity ever occurred during the siege of 
any other place, in any other age or nation whatsoever. 
Indeed, Josephus hiweelf declares that, if there had not 
been many credible witnesses of the fact, he would not 
have recorded it, ** because,” as he remarks, ** such a 
shocking violation of nature never having been perpe- 
trated by any Greek or barbarian,” the insertion of it 
might bave diminished the credibility of his history. 
While famine continued thus to spread ite destruc- 
tive rege through the city, the Romans, after many in- 
reffectual attempts, at length succeeded in demolishing 
part of the inner wall, possessed themselves of the great 
tower of Antonia, and advanced towards the Temple, 
which Titus, in a council of war, bad determined to 
preserve as an ornament to the empire, and as a monu- 
ment of his suecess ; but the Almighty hed determined 
otherwise ; for now, in the revelation of ages, was ar- 
rived that fatal day, (the 10th of August,) emphatically 
called, ** a day of vengeance,” (Luke xxi. 21.) on 
which the Temple had formerly been destroyed by the 
king of Babylon. A Roman soldier, urged, as be de- 
clared, by a divine impulse, regardless of the command 
of Titus, climbed on the soldiers of another, and threw 
a flaming brand into the golden window of the Temple, 
which instantly set the building on fire. The Jews, 
anxious above all things to save that sacred edifice, in 
which they superstitiously trusted for security, with a 
dreadful outery, rushed in to extinguish the fames.— 
Titus also, being informed of the conflagration hasten- 
ed to the spot in his chariot, attended by his principa) 
officers and legions; but in vain he waved his hand 
and raised his. voice, commending his soldiers to extin- 


| guish the fre; so great was the uproar and confusion, 


that no attention was paid even tohim. The Romans, 





.| wilfully deaf, 


instead of extinguishing the flames, 
spread them wider and wider. Actuated by thefierc- 
est iunpulses of rancour and reyenge against the Jews, 
they rushed furiously upon them, slaying some with the 
sword, trampling others under their feet, or crushing 
them to deathwgainst the walls. Many, falling amongst | 
the smoking ruins of (he perches and galleries, were | 
suffocated. The unarmed poor, and even sick persons, | 
were slaughtered without mercy. Of these unhappy | 
people numbess were left weltering in their gore.— 
Multitudes of the dead and dying were heaped round | 
about the altar, to which they had formerly fled for 
protection, while the steps that led from it into the | 
outer court were literally deluged with their blood. 
(To be continaed.) 


= 
‘* The Lord is my light and my salvation ; te 
shall | feor? the Lord is the strength of my bfe; 





whom ball I be afraid 7” Davin. 


hen Samaria, the capital of the re- |: 


To the Congregational Church, in 
MARLBOROUGH, VERMONT. 


Brethrén,—I take this method to ackeowledge the 
receipt of a copy of both your public admonitions, to- 
gether with the sentence of excommnnication, you have 
pronounced upon me. I thank you beartily for all your 
good intentions in dealing with-your rejected Brother, 
and deeply regret the pain an unsuccess/ul result may 
have given to benevolent dispositions. — 

I would gladly have come to the conclusion, that it 
| was best to make no reply to your doings, and probably 
should, had it not been for a conyiction, that in duty ta 
myself, to yeu and the cause of truth, some things 
ought not to pass unnoticed, or lie before the public in 
their present form. And the same reasons which in- 
duce me to reply, will render it impossible to avoid the 
utmost freedom in my remarks, though | am not con- 
scious of the least design to retaliate, or wound your 
feelings. Feeling it an act of duty to you and justice 
to myself faithfully to point out wherein | think you 
are wrong, | pass without further eompliments to no- 
fice some expressions in those official documents | have 
received from you, connected with various circum- 
stances relating to the same subject. 

The first thing 1 shall notice is a misrepresentation of 
my sentiments in the following words of the complaint : 
** in denying the endless punishment of the finally im- 
penitent.’ This expression, if it means any thing, 
supposes that I believe the wicked will be made happy 
though not holy ; that notwithstanding they remain 
rebels against God to all eternity; they will be made 
participants in the joys of the beavenly state. You 
very well know, that when I was before the church, I 
denied believing any such doctrine, and stated to you 
expressly that it was in a way of holiness and reconcil- 
iation to God that | hoped and expected the final hap- 
piness of all men ;—that | did not believe in a salvation 
in sin, but from sin; and afterwards proved from 
the positive testimony of scripture that the work of re- 
conciliation would ultimately be yniversal. And you, 
then, at least your Rev. Pastor, understood my views 
on this subject. And that you should after this extend 
the abuse through all your public censures, proclaiming 
from the desk repeatedly that! believed a doctrine 
which you knew I did not, is what you may answer to 
| your conscience and your God, | have no inclination 
to make any use of it, only to vindicate my senliments 
to the public. I have therefore, only to add on this 
particular, that “ he that doeth wrong shall receive for 
the wrong which he dogth, and there is no respect of 
persons with God.” However, this is net all. Not 
only my sentiments have been misrepresented to the 
public, but my mora] principles stand impeached by 
| another false statement in your Grst admonition, which 
‘reads as follows:—** And according to your own con- 
fession i in being guilty of the rashnegss and presumption 
,o of advocating and propagating doctrines dangerous to 

the morals and souls of men.” Was it becanse you 
'had nothing on which to found this allegation that you 
have forged my testimony in its favor? Was it becanse 

ou had no evidence to prove to the world that it was 
a licentions doctrine that you have represented me as 
pleading guilty to the charge? Or did you think that 
‘the charges bronght against me were not sufficient to 
justify your proceedings, and therefore took the liberty 
to make such edditions a¢ seemed good in your own 
eyes? Yoo very well know I never made apy sech 
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vonfession to you, nor could | believe you intended fo 
he so understood, though you had fully expressed it, 
till | found that some of your number tad personally 
put the same story in circalation among+t my friends.— 
} wish not to attach any blame to the innocent ; but 
this charge, to which | plead not guilty, comes to the 
public by the unanimous voice of the church; I have 
therefore, only to say, that if the church have indeed 
unanimously anointed this thistle to be king over them, 
if they bave unanimously agreed to justify their pro- 
ceedings to the public by falsely charging me with the 
most sacrilegious abomination, then let them come and 
pot their trust under its shadow, but remember it is a 
bramble which will wound the flesh, though it may 
possibly keep off the dogs, But if not, if they do not 
agree in supporting this charge, then Jet fire come out 
of the thistle and devour the cedars of Lebanon. Let 
them prove by « dissenting voice that they have no 
part nor Jot in this matter, ‘The commandment says, 
** thou shalt not bear falee witness.” Reminding you 
that with the same judgment you judge you shall be 
jadged, snd with the same measure you mete it shall 
be measured to you again, | shall say no more on sev- 
eral expressions found in your letters which imply that 
when I united with you I was insincere, that | was hy- 
pocritical, and acted the part of adeceiver. Youbave 
given me the judgment of a hypocrite, and measured to 
me the portion of him that lies to God, and why? be- 
cause | did not continue to he a hypocrite, because } 
did not continue to mock God with my vain preten- 
tions, and deceive my brethren by professing what ] 
did not possess. If | had persisted in it, you would stil] 
have welcomed me to your bosom; but the moment | 
forsook that course, you doom me to perdition. Now, 
admitting | was as hypocritical as you suppose me to 
have been, will vou seriously say that it was wrong for 
me to throw off the mask, and become an honest man, 
to repent of such wickedness, and forsake it? And on 
the other; hand, allowing I was sincere in my profes- 
sions, does it prove I was not sincerely wrong? and 
will you say that God requires his creatures to contin- 
ve in the wrong because they have once engaged in it? 
Do you believe he would accept of any excuse which 
could be offered in vindication of such conduct? Sup- 
pose | should come before God, and say, Lord, I] am 
sensible | am in the wrong, | am conscious | am acting 
a base part, and going in direct opposition to thy re- 
quirements; but | am determined to persist in it, for | 


‘ once covenanted to doso. I onee vowed to God and 


man that 1 would pursue this course, and now I am de- 
termined to sacrifice my conscience, every principle of 
righteousness, and all the duties | owe to thee and to 
any fellow men, and wil] put at defiance all thy com- 
mands to support that promise which | rasbly made.— 
1 then thought it was right, but am now satisfied it is 
wrong; but I. will not, I may not forsake it, because 
thou hast my promise that] would not. Would not 
the answer come home like a true edged sword, ** who 
hath required this at your hand to make such a pro- 
mise? hath the Lord more delight in sacrifices than in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold to obey is bet- 
ter than sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 
You say I have no right to pursue that course which 
scripture.and conscience dictate, because I once pro- 
mised to do otherwise. What is this but making void 
the commands of God by your tradition? What is this 
but commanding all people, nations, and languages to 
fall down and worship the image you haye set up on 
pain of being cast alive into the burning fiery furnace 
of hell? I am not careful to answer you in this matter 
for the God whom I serve is able to deliver me from 
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver me. But 
be that as it may, be it known unto you | will not 
serve your gods nor Worship the image you have set up. 
And besides, if you condemn me as a covenant break- 
er, by what course of reasoning will you jastify your- 
aclves? Did you not once covenant with me and with 
God om my account as much as | covenanted with you? 


" — 





By what authority then have you disannulled that 
covenant and cast me out of the church? You say 
perbaps that you have a reason which will justify you 
in it; so} say I have a reason which will justify the 
course | have pursued ;—but for acting upon that rea- 





son you condemn me ; and do you not then give sen- | 
tence against yourselves? The Lord judge between 

me and you, and reward every man according to his | 
works. I suppose you thought God was willing to 

have the connexion dissolved, or you never would | 
have presumed to do it in his name. 1 suppose you | 
were willing, as you profess to be governed by the will | 
of God. 1 believe God was willing, and | know I was. | 
If then the parties are all agreed, where is the blame? | 
who is aggrieved by it? who has any cause to complain? 

But after all I deny that l ever made a covenant, 
with you that placed me in the situation you represent. 
One promise which I made in that covenant and which 
summed up all the rest, was ** that | would at all times 
by aid of God’s grace yield myself to be his willing and | 
obedient subject, sacredly keep all his c: nmandments, 
and walk in the statutes. and ordinances of the Lord | 
blameless.”» ‘That this promise recognizes, as my right, 
nay as my duty to reject whatever in your faith or’ 
practice, is contrary to the doctrines of heaven, will be ' 
admitted by every rational, candid man. And if it did | 
not, you must acknowledge that covenant is what it| 
should not be, for whether to obey God or man is a 
question which was long since decided. Where then 
is that flagrant violation of covenant vows so much 
complained of? If youhave not received for doctrines 
the commandments of men which you are determined 
to support at every hazard, | see nothing to prevent 
your saying with the apostle, ** Let every one be fully 
persuaded in his own mind, to his own master he stand- 
eth or fa'leth.”” If you bave no more right to say what’ 
are the doctrines and precepts of heaven than | have, 
then you have no right on the strength of that covenant 
to condemn me for disagreeing with you. Does it not 
intimate a wrong spirit in yourselves so to do? Is it 
not the language of such conduct, we are the people 
and wisdom dwells with us? Look at an expression 
which comes to me in your name and see if it does not 
corroborate this idea:—** by becoming a blind leader 
of the blind.” What does this imply? why certainly 
that you see, but we do not, and therefore you treat us 
with contempt. However, | forbear to make remarks 
on any thing which manifests a spirit so much like that 
which actuated the pharisee, when he stood by him- 
self and prayed thus: ‘* God, | thank thee | am not as 
other men are, or even as this poor publican” (Univer- 
salist.) | only submit fer your consideration the words 
of our Saviour, St. John ix. ‘** And Jesus said for 
judgment I am come into this world, that they which 
see not might see, and that they which see might be 
made blind. And some of the pharisees which were 
with him, heard these words, and said unto bim are we 
blind also? Jesus said unto them if ye were blind ye 
should have no sin; but now ye say we see, therefore, 
your sin remaineth.’? On your own ground judge for 
yourselves whose situation is most dangerous, yours or 
mine. The blind leaders of the blind of whom the 
Saviour speaks were the pharisees, who said we see ; 
we have all the true light there is in the world; not 
the poor ignorant publicans whom they despised, and if 
this is not the case now, what meaneth this bleating of 
the sheep, and this looing of the oxen which I hear? | 
am sure Amalek is not destroyed. 

These being some of the circumstances under which 
your admonitions came to me, you need not be greatly 
surprised tbat they had so little effect on my mind.— 
However, you are pleased to impute it to a different 
cause. You say, “it is in vain we reason with you, 
&c. so long as your heart is shielded against the truth 
with a fixed determination to pursue your own chosen 
way.” But by what right do you say it? | told you 
I only waited to be convinced of my fault, and | was 


i 











ready to acknowledge it. But instead of endeavoring 





LE a 

we, Se 

to convince me, you came before the public and de. 
clared | was determined | would not be convinced, 
How do you know? you never tried to convince me, 





You have never produced one scrap of evidence to 


prove that my doctrine is not true, and that my prac- 
tice as a preacher is not scriptural. You say indeed 
that my doctrine is demoralizing, and that my practice 
is unseriptural ; but why did you not bring forward thie 
evidence which proved it so, before you presumed | 
would not be convinced? You say too in so maby 
worlds, that I pervert the scriptures. But how do you 
know that? Have you ever heard me pervert the scrip- 
tures? When I was called before you, I produced a 
few of those scriptures which to my understanding re- 
veal the doctrine of Universal Salvation ip the most 
plain, and direct language. J produced no_ passage of 
scripture that peeded any explanation to accommodate 
jt to my purpose, nor did | offer any explanations. | 
told you simply for what purpose I quoted thew, and 
wlatl understood by them; and | then called on you 
repeatedly to tell me wherein | misunderstood them, 
and to inform me what they did mean, and to what | 
might app!y them, if | did not now understond and ap. 
ply them correctly. Butl received no answer. | also 
informed you, that | had made the same request to the 
bretbren who had dealt with me in private, and had 
réceived for answer that they must frankly acknowl- 
edge they were mysteries to them, that they did not 
understand them, that they did not know what they 
did mean; and you gave no intimation that y ou under- 
stood them better than they did. But yet you called 
on me publicly to disbelieve them, and Gnally « xcom- 


municated me because I did not. And not only so, . 


but some of the brethren immediately after that church 
meeting, observed, that if their Rev. Pastor bad got to 
answer the questions then put to bim and the church, 
he ought to be in his study very quick ; and these very 
brethren, whe had this view of the subject, gave their 
voice in that unanimous role that | should be admon- 
ished for believing that doctrine which they thought 
would be very difficult for their Minister to disprove.— 
Thus you have the amount of proof which you made 
against me. I cannot believe there is a text in the 
whole bible, more applicable to the church in Marl- 
boro’, than that in Isaiah xxvi. 17, 18, ** Like as a wo- 
man with child that draweth near the time of her de- 
livery is im pain and crieth out in ber pangs, so have we 
been in thy sight, O Lord. We have been with child, 
we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth 
wind, we have not wrought any deliverance in the 
earth, neither bave the inhabitants of the world fallen.” 
Instead of arguments drawn from reason and scripture 
to convince and reclaim me, ! find nothing but the 
most visionary appeals to passion which cannot have 
the weight of a feather in the mind of a rational map. 
Let us approach one of these monsters of terror with 
the light of truth, and see whether it wil] not flee to 
the abodes of darkness from whence it came. You call 
on me to ‘** Jook forward to the awful day of accounts 
when | must give up an account of my stewardship and 
see the blood of souls which will be required at my 
hand.” What do you mean by this? Do you mean 
to take the ground of the slotbful servant, and serious- 
ly charge God with reaping where he bad not sowed, 
tuking up that which he has not laid down, and requir- 
ing that which he has not given? You have all along 
denied that | have any stewardship, that I bave ever 
been employed by the Head of the church to labor ia 
his vmeyard, that | ever had the care of souls instrust- 
ed to me. But now you tell me | must answer for that 
which I never had, that God will call on me to give an 
account of that which he never intrusted to me, that if 
immortal souls are Jost, | must answer it at my peril, 
though he never committed them to my care. Did 
God require of the prophet any but those over whom 
be had made him a watchman? Was it a true prophet 
or « false one of whom God said, he would require the 
blood(not of inumortal squis, but)of the house of israel ? 
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Was it he that was actually a steward, and had his 
master’s goods put into bis hands that was called on to 
render an aceount of them? or was it some other man 
who had never received a farthing ? But on what prin- 
ciple is this awful account tobe made up? You say it 
js this: he that never received one talent will have to 
answer for the improvement of five, ten or more, If 
the prophet Jeremiah were now upon earth, and I 
should ask him how any idea s0 absurd, so wonderfal, 
so horrible was ever received or supported by a profes- 
sed christian church, could he give a more pertinent 
reason than is expressed in the 5th chapter of bis pro- 
phecy. “ The prophets,” says he, ‘ prophecy false- 
ly, and the priests bare rule by their means, and my 
people love to have it so,’ submit to it, and acquiesce 
jn it; and with what propriety does he ask, ‘* what 
will ye do in the end thereof?” Your preachers tell 
you that the number of the elect is definite, that it 
cannot be altered, increased, nor diminished ; that God 
will save bis chosen few in spite of men and devils ; 
and then they will tell youin the next breath, that now 
{here is an opportunity for you to secure your salva- 
tion; but if you are a little negligent, if you are inat- 





tentive to it, your chance will soon be over, and then 
you are lost eternally. Aud so long have these absur- 
difies been palmed upon you as truth, that you now 
tell me (for ought | know seriously) that I am ruin- | 
ing immortal souls, those very souls, whom God from | 
all eternity, predestinated to eternal life: (for you sure- 
ly will not charge me with ruining the reprobates 
whom God has decreed to endless wrath.) if there is’ 
any consistency in such doctrine, it is out of my sight. | 
Bot | forbear to dwell Jonger on this side of the subject. 
Before I close, 1 feel it my privilege, gratefnily to ac- 
knowledge your kind intentions in delivering me over 
to the visible kingdom of satan, which was, you tay, 
for the destruction of my fleshly and corrupt principles 
and practic: s, that my spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus, which authorizes me to believe that you 
never would have done as yon have, had you not sup- 
posed that my holiness and final salvation depended 
more on the kingdom of satan than on the kingdom of 
Christ. It is as much as to say, if you had remained in 
the visible kingdom of Christ, you would in all proba- 
bility have filled up the measure of your iniquity, and 
become a vessel of wrath fitted for destruction ; but by 
the purifying nature of the satanick kingdom and influ- 
ence, there is some reason to believe you will be purg- 
ed and come forth as gold seven times purified. Toa 
fate so mercifully designed, 1 submit without a mur- 
mur, commending myself and you to Him, who hath 
the residue of the spirit, knowing that he can make the 
wratb of man praise Him, and will restrain the remain- 
der; and that he will ‘* destroy in this mountain the 
face of the covering cast over al] people and the vail 
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up 
death in victory and the Lord God will wipe away 
tears from off al] faces and the rebuke of his people 
thall he take away from off all the earth, for the Lord 
hath spoken it. And it shall be said in that day lo, 
this is our God we have waited for him and he will 
save us: this is the Lord we have waited for him we 
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” Then the 
breach shal] be healed, peace shall be restored to man, 
and we shall mingle together the joys of immortal bles- 
sedness in the kingdom of our Father. 
HUBBARD H. WINCHESTER. 


ORDINATION. 


Since the Magazine of last week was issued, a com- 
munication from Br. Thomas Jones, of Gloucester, has 
been received, certifying that he cannot attend the 
Ordination of Br. Benjamin Whittemore ; therefore. 
Br Hosea Ballou, of Boston, wil! deliver the Ordina- 
ion Sermon, Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. the morning dis- 
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(The following extracts will shew 


that the transactions of Dr. Spring, and the Church 
of which he is pastor, in relation to the excommunica- 
tion of Mrs. Townsend, are not universally com- 
mended, and that people hitherto silent on this sub- 
ject now begin publicly to disapprove of the conduct 
of those who have abused the innocent with impu- 
pity. 
From the National Intelligencer, 








** Gentlemen Editors: At the risk of being classed 
among the ‘ InripELs,’ where certain mild, gentle, con- 
siderate professors of Christianity, have placed you, || 
must beg permission to offer a few remarks on the case 
of Mrs. Townsend, as detailed in a late pamphlet pub- 
lished in New-York. 

‘“*Mrs. Townsend, it appears, having doubts respecting 
the truth of a single article of belief, professed by the 
communicants of the chuech to which she belonged, 
wrote a letter to the Pastor, stating her dissent, and. 
‘ respectfully requesting a dissolution of her connexion 
with the church, without a public trial.’ This request 
was denied; a Committee of Conference was sent to 
argue the point, who, Gnding her immoveable in ber 
belief, a setsion was held, and the following resolution 
paseed, viz: 

*** Resolved, That Maria Townsend be excommuni- 
cafed from this Church, and thal the first pupiic AN- 
NUSCIATION OF THIS SENTENCE be made the ensuing 
Lord’s Day.’ 

‘“‘ Jt is unnecessary to appeal to any man whose 
heart is not hardened into stone, by the influence of 
bigotry and fanaticism combined, in order to excite the 
keenest indignation at the stern and cruel disregard 
here employed towards the feelings of a respectable 
matron, 1 -will venture to say that there is nothing in 
the history of the bitter and inflexible warfare of differ- 
ent sects, in the most ignorant .ad bigoted ages of the 
world, more strongly marked with every character of 
daring and reckless inhumanity, than this case, which 
ig a disgrace to the age, and a double disgrace to the 
country in which we live. 

‘** It is at war with the mild spirit of religion; it is 
an outrage upon the feelings of humanity ; it is a wan- 
ton and crue] sporting with the heart of one who be- 
longs to a sex, which none but brutes and cowards 
would dare thus to assail; itis an attempt to coerce 
men and women into a belief, in @ particular point of 
doctrine, by the fear of public reproach and denun- 
ciation. 

‘* And this happens, this is permitted, in a country 
where it is solemnly acknowledged, nay, asserted as 
one of the fundamental principles of the Constitution, 
that a difference in religious opinions, shall not subject 
either map, woman, or child, to civil disability or cler- 
ical persecution! J should like to know what perse- 
cution-is? If to drag a matron before the public, for 
the purpose of holding ber up to the scorn and detesta- 
tion of an assembled congregation, gathered together to 
hear the words of peace and good-will to all mankind 
— if to denounce her as an apostate from the true faith, 
and turn her adrift, as it were, with the mark of Cain 
upon ber forehead, to be an object. of horror to her 
brethren and sisters, with whom she has been accus- 
tomed to kneel at the foot-stoo] of God, to offer up ber 
prayers to the Throne of Grace—to utter ber thanks, to 
ask forgiveness for herself and all her enemies—if thie 


ris not persecution, nay, the keenest, the most heart- 


breaking persecution, | know not what perseoution is. 
At this woment, and for the remainder of her life, this 
helpless matron is, and will so continue, an object of 
ndescribahble horror to ber most intimate associates ; 
the ties which kuit ber to that circle, with whom she 
has been accustomed, perbaps from her infancy, to ex- 
change the courtesies and good offices of friendly inti- 
macy, are broken, most likely forever. She will be 
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thrown upon the world anew, to form new connex- 
ions with society, and when she meets with any of her 
sister communicants of the church, that has thus flung 
her from its bosom, it will be their duty pass her with 
an averted eye. 

‘Is notthis Persecution? Is not the spirit which 
dictated this puBLIc ovuTRAGE on the feeling and the 
good name of a respectable matron, the same which 
presided at the stake of the Martyrs, the aulo da fes, of 
the Inquisition, restrained, indeed, from such bloody 
excesses, by the laws, but stil] arriving at ends almost 
as crvel, through the circuitous wiles of a crafty church 
discipline? Does any one believe, that, but for these 
restraints, the persecuting spirit that dictated this pub- 
lic exposure of a matron, for conscientiously dissenting 
froin a particular point of faith, would have stopped 
short until it had persecuted her even unto death? 

‘* It is time, and high time, ifit be not already too late, 
to-put a stop to such open violations of the spirit of all 
those constitutions under which we live, to declare by 
asolemn act of the legislature, that no inhabitant of 
these United States, ** by the blessing of God free and 
independent,” forfeite bis rights as a citizen by distent- 
ing from any particular system of belief—his right to 
the protection of his person, his property, aye, and 
what is dearer than all] these, of his REPUTATION, by 
entering or departing from a communion with any 
Church, as his reason and conscience dictate. Let 
them stay with a Church as long as they please, and 
when they request a dismissal let it not be accompan- 
ied by PUBLIC DISGRACE as if they had committed 
some horrible crime. 

e LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE.” 
_——__—__} 


From the N. Y¥. National Advocate. 





EXCOMMUNICATION, 


Among the publications of the day, a pamphet hae 
appeared, entitled ** Excommunication of Mrs. Maria: 
Townsend from the communion of the Brick Presbyte- 
rian Church in Beekman-street, for persevering disbe- 
lief of the doctrines of everlasting punishment of the 
wicked,’ &c. Our curiosity and surprise were excited,, 
not that any person should disbelieve in a dectrine 
contrary to reason, contrary to Scripture, and contrary 
to the merciful character of the Almighty, but that in a: 
country where reason is free, and opinions protected by 
law, any person should-be excommunicaied for a free 
expression of this belief. Indeed the word excommu- 
nicated itself startied us, We had read something of 
it in the Jaws of the Visigoths, Chindasiunda, and 
Recessuinda, At the period of the second crusade, 
under Louis the Young, and onder Philip the Fair,. 
some frightful edicts were published. Under the fam- 
ous inquisitor, Torquemedas, those who escaped the 
rack and the stake, were only mercifully excommuni- 
cated, and their property confiscated. The Sovereign. 
Pontiff exercises the privilege of excommunication, but 
this was more a politica] than a religious right, as most 
of the Christian Kings were under the control of the 
Pope: it is a power the most delicate, the most awful,. 
because it reaches the soul, not the body ; it affeots the: 
eternal, not the temporal felicity of men, Judge then 
of our surprise, that in this country, in this city, in this- 
century, in the broad blaze of tolerance, reason, and 
philosophy, where the Almighty has enlightened, has: 
spared, has protected; a woman is driven from His 
holy presence by a minister, because she doubted 
whether the wicked (and we are all wicked in thought- 
or action) were everlastingly puvished. 

It appears that this lady bad reflected seriously on: 
the subject, and' bad addressed a pious letter'to her 
pastor, Dr. Spring, a most worthy man, in which she 
gave copious extracts from the Old and New Testa- 
‘mente, celculated to disprove the doctrine so zealously; 
maintained in that church, that there was no hope, no: 
salvation, for the wicked. ‘The trustees cited her to: 
appear before them to explain or remounce her.heresy,, 
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but as she had fully explained her opinions and con- 
viotions in her letter, she declined appearing, and beg- 
ged permission tranquilly to retire from the church in| 
all humility and love ; it being understood that she bad 
joined, or was about to join, the Universalist Charen, | 
the doctrines of which appeared to her more in conso-| 
nance with reason, and the merciful and forgiving char- | 
acter of God. She should have been tranquilly per- | 
mitted to retire; because she bad not abandoned her. 
faith ; she had not apostatized from ber religion; ber. 
language is devout and pious ; her principles are ortho- ) 
dox; but she reasoned and doubted the force of some | 
polemical points, and she entered another sanctuary, | 
and worshipped before another altar, and it is said in 
scripture, ‘* Wherever three persons are assembled in 
my name, saith the Lord, there will I also be.” 
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Ode to Peace. 


Come, peace of mind, delightful guest, 

teturn and make thy downy nest 
Once more in this sad heart! 

Nor riches I], nor pow’r pursue, 

Nor hold forbidden joys in view ; 
We therefore need not part. 








Where wilt thou dwell, if not with me, 
From av'rice and ambition free, 
And pleasure’s fatal wiles ? 
For whom, alas! dost thou prepare 
The sweets that | was wont to share, 
The banquet of thy smiles? 


The great, the gay, shall they partake 

The heav'n that thou alone canst make? 
And wilt thou quit the stream 

That murmurs through the dewy mead, 

The grove and the sequester’d shade, 
To be a guest with them? 


For thee I panted, thee T priz’d, 

For thee I gladly sacrifie’d 
Whate’er I lov’d before ; 

And shall! see thee start away, 

And, helpless, hopeless, hear thee say— 
Farewell! we meet no more? 


. 


Human Frailty. 


Weak and irresolute is man ; 
The purpose of to-day, 

Woven with pains into his plan, 
To-morrow rends away. 


The bow, well bent, and smart the spring, 
Vice seems already slain ; 

But passion rudely snaps the string, 
And it revives again. 


Some foe to his upright intent 
Finds out his weaker part ; 
Virtue engages bis assent, 
But pleasure wins his heart. 


Tis here the folly of the wise 
Through all his art we view ; 

And, while bis tongue the charge denies, 
His conscience owns it true. 


Bound on a voyage of awful Jength 
And dangers little known, 

A stranger to superior strength, 

Man vainly trusts his own. 








‘to be enabled to act censcientiously, and in return for 
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prevail 








way But oars alone can ne’er 
To reach the distant coast, 
The breath of heav’n must swell the sail, 


Or all the toil is lost. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 








Rev. Editors,—I communicate to you the following 
AwecpoTr, (which is a fact,) with comments on the 
same, which you are at liberty to give a place in your 
valuable Magazine, if you think it will afford any satis- 
faction to your readers—from your distant unknown 
PHILANTHROPIST, 


ANECDOTE. 

A few days since five ministers of one denomination 
were together on business, they generally being jeal- 
ous of the Rev. Mr. P—’s inclining towards Uni- 
versalism, treated him with some apparent coolness—at 
length conversation turned upon that subject, and sev- 
-ral remarks were made. In due time, the Rev. Mr. E. 
being more definite than the others, cooly observed, 
‘‘ Brother P. assure as you embrace Universalism, | 
will pour out Hell-fire and Brimstone upon you as long 
as I live : to which Mr. P. calmly replied, ‘* Dear 
Brother, if that is to be your manner of treating me, 
should | ever have the misfortune to dissent from you, 
| shall consider the Joss of your valuable friendship a 
yreat sacrifice, but ] am in hopes by the graoe of God, 


friend. 


your Fire and Brimstone, pour back so much of the 
* Lere of God,’ as to.make you ashamed of your dread- 
ful employment.” 

Remark |. How cruel is the conduct of all gov- 
ernments, societies, and orders of people towards dis- 
senters. Here is aspecimen, “| will pour out Hell fire & 
Brimstone upon you.’? Under governments, and a- 
mong religious bodies, when the Jaw would permit, they 
have put men to death in the most cruel manner, they 
could invent ; but under our mild government they cau 
only imitate the old dragon who poured out a flood af- 
ter the woman, Rev. xii. 15, 16. 


Remark II. How often do such threats as the a- 
bove frighten the ignorant into a blind submission to 
deeds and discipline, which are vastly different from 
the government of Christ, and they, like the people of 
Ephesus, join the multitade and cry, ‘ Great is Diana.’ 
If members of a society have nothing to unite them to 
the body but the fear of excommunication or the wrath 
of a few of its leading members, how dreadful is the sit- 
uation of such a ridden people; but if they are united 
on a just principle by the lore of God, they are like a 
** city set on a hill,” and their union is truely like the 
‘* dew of Elermon that descended upon the mountains 
of Zion.” 

RemARK II]. How limited is our charity as the 
people of God—We love our friends and particular as- 
sociates, and even the ** publicans do the same.” | 
find on a critical examination, that almost all denomi- 
nations have two stakes set, by which their charity is 
bounded, one before and the other behind them, of 
course the quarter part are condemned for believing 
too much or not enough. As long as our beliefs are the 
criterion of fellowship, a sectarian spirit will exist, and 
prejudice and contentions be visible among the lambs 
of Christ. Would it not be a ‘ more excellent way,’ to 
have our fellowship bounded by virtue, and embrace 
all as brethren, who give evidence by their good fruits 
of a divine implantation in the soul ? 

REMARK IV. God is declared to be ** LOVE,” 
the very nature of ** pure religion” is Love, the great- 
est evidence we can give that we are the children of 
God is our love, but if we say we love God and hate 
our brethren, we are taught, we are liars and the truth 





is not in us, and though we may feel the most vehe- 











ment friendship for our friends, have we not reasny 
doubt the genuineness of our Love, if it does not vated 
to our enemies, and stimulate us to treat a dissent 
brother, with decency and friendship, "s 
PHILANTHROPIS 
New- York, Jan. 27, 1823. m 


PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING SEMI-MONTHLY, AT 
LITTLE-FALLS, N. Y. 


A Work to be Entitled, 
THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 


** Fear not; for behold, | bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.” 


BY AN ASSOCIATION, 


In presenting to the public proposals for publishing a 
work of a theological nature, the publishers are not ac- 
tuated by selfish considerations nor influeuced by sin- 
ister objects. They have viewed with peculiar satis 
faction the progress of liberal opinion and the calm, 
dignified, and glorious effects of free inquiry.- Reason 
emerging as it were from monastic seclusion, has bligit- 
ed with its touch the offspring of error and become the 
beacon to conduct man the legitimate offspring of God 
to the haven of security, of rest and of joy. Kevela. 
tion, stripped of the deceptive annotations of pretend. 
ed orthodoxy like the coruscations of the vivid light- 
night, has pierced the mora gloom which for ages past 
has huug hike the sable curtain of night before religious 
research and is now proclaiming God the divitze bene- 
factor, supporter, guardian and Saviour of all men. At 
this error trembles, bigotry hides her hy dra head, while 
prejudice, like the mists of darkness before the reful-: 
gent irradiations of the sun in bis meridian splendor, 
is fast hastening to its home the bosom of folly and ig- 
norance. ‘Jhe vast superstructure which pharisaism 
and superstition have erected, is rapidly decaying. ‘Lo 
aid iv its demolition and hasten its entire destruction, 
are paramount objects of the Gospel Inquirer, To ae- 
celerate this object they will advisedly apply the torch 
of divine ‘Truth and of reason to the combustibles of 
this mighty fabric until they see the whole edifice 
wrapped in one general conflagration aud beconung a 
beap of ruins. 

The Gospel Inquirer will be devoted to the dissemi- 
nation of liberal sentiments, the advancement of the 
doctrine of God’s unbounded, mwpartial and never-fail- 
ing love to man, and the promotion of the cause of miv- 
rality. ‘To administer a portion of consolation to sor- 
row’s child ; to dissipate the mists of delusion which 
have long obscured the light of reason; to banish pre- 
judice from the mind of God’s moral off-pring; to as- 
sist the serious and candid inquirer after divine truth, 
in the attainment of his object; to elevate the affections 
of the heart; and to inspire humble praise, gratitude 
and thansgiving to God, are subjects which shall re- 
ceive a due and serious consideration. 

The columns of this paper will be open to all de- 
nominations for free aud dispassionate discussion. A 
decency in expression and an apparent disposition to 
promote the cause of morality and free inquity; will 
form the only requisite qualifications to obtain an ad- 
mission into its columns. 

Lovers of truth are earnestly solicited to aid in the 
accomplishment of our objects by enriching our col- 
umns with their productions. Advocates of the doc- 
trine of Universal Benevolence, believers in the ulti- 
mate purity and happiness of God’s vast moral intelli- 
gent family, friends and opponents, in rejigions opin- 
ions, are respectfully invited to patronize this paper by 
giving their aid in subscriptions and contributing to its 
intellectual support. 
CONDITIONS. 

This work will be printed on a good paper with new 
type of the Super-Royal Octavo size: each number to 
contain eight pages at one dollar per year, payable 
in advance. It will be commenced and published on 
every other Saturday, as soon as a sufficient number of 
subscribers is obtained to defray the expenses. No 
subscription will be received for a less term than one 
year. Communications addressed to the publishers 
(post paid) will be attended to. 

Little Falls, (N. Y.) April 20, 1823. 

(<F> Subscriptions, for the Gospel Inquirer, received 
at this office. 


OF All orders for COPPER-PLATE PRINTING, 
will be promptly attended to, and neatly executed on 
reasonable terms, at this office. 














